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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 -U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Spronk 
(US Pub. No.: 20030123072). 

With regard to claim 1 , Spronk discloses an image processing apparatus for 
performing print simulation through a computer network (paragraph 0046), comprising: 
a device selector, arranged to select a color printer on the network as a print simulation 
target, and to select another color printer on the network which is used to output a 
simulation result of the target printer (paragraph 0017,0049); a profile selector, arranged 
to select a profile required for a color matching process of the print simulation through 
the network, and to set the selected profile in the target printer (paragraph 0017); a 
communication section, arranged to transmit image data which is to perform a color 
matching process to the target printer (paragraphs 0047, 0051), and to receive the 
image data that has performed the color matching process according to the selected 
profile from the target printer (paragraph 0051); and an output section, arranged to 
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make the simulation output printer output an image based on the received image data 
(paragraph 0049). 

With regard to claim 2, Spronk discloses wherein said image processing 
apparatus and the simulation output printer are present in a single site, the target printer 
is present in another site, and the two sites are connected through the computer 
network (paragraph 0017). 

With regard to claim 3, Spronk discloses wherein the profile is acquired by 
searching a profile database connected to the target printer, and a profile database 
present in the same site as said image processing apparatus in turn (paragraphs 
0017,0018). 

With regard to claim 4, Spronk discloses wherein the profile is acquired by 
searching a profile database connected to the target printer, a profile database present 
in the same site as the target printer, and a profile database present in the same site as 
said image processing apparatus in turn (paragraph 0050). 

With regard to claim 5, Spronk discloses further comprising a designator 
arranged to designate a data format of the image data to be received, which has 
performed the color matching process, and wherein said communication section informs 
the target printer of the designated data format (paragraph 0050, 0051). 

With regard to claim 6, Spronk discloses wherein the target printer rasterizes the 
image data that has performed the color matching process to bitmap data, converts the 
rasterized bitmap data to image data of the designated data format, and transmits the 
converted image data to said image processing apparatus (paragraph 0050). 
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With regard to claim 7, Spronk discloses an image processing apparatus for 
performing print simulation through a computer network (paragraph 0046), comprising: 
a device selector, arranged to select a color printer on the network as a print simulation 
target, and to select another color printer on the network which is used to output a 
simulation result of the target printer (paragraph 0017,0049); a profile selector, arranged 
to select a profile required for a color matching process of the print simulation through 
the network, and to designate a server of a site where the target printer is present to 
use the selected profile (paragraph 0017); a communication section, arranged to 
transmit image data which is to perform a color matching process to the server, and to 
receive the image data that has performed the color matching process according to the 
selected profile from the server (paragraphs 0047, 0051); and an output section, 
arranged to make the simulation output printer output an image based on the received 
image data (paragraph 0049). 

With regard to claim 8, Spronk discloses further comprising a designator 
arranged to designate a data format of the image data to be received, which has 
performed the color matching process, and wherein said communication section informs 
the target printer of the designated data format (paragraph 0051). 

With regard to claim 9, Spronk discloses wherein the server transmits the image 
data that has preformed the color matching process to the target printer, and receives 
image data of the designated data format from the target printer (paragraph 0054). 

With regard to claim 10, Spronk discloses wherein the target printer rasterizes 
the image data received from the server into bitmap data, converts the rasterized 
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bitmap data to image data of the designated data format, and transmits the converted 
image data to server (paragraph 0054). 

With regard to claim 1 1 , Spronk discloses an image processing apparatus for 
performing a preview process through a computer network (paragraph 0046), 
comprising: a device selector, arranged to select a color printer on the network as a 
preview target, and to select a color monitor on the network which is used to display a 
preview image (paragraph 0047,0049); a profile selector, arranged to select a profile 
required for a color matching process of the preview image through the network, and to 
set the selected profile in the target printer (paragraph 0017); a communication section, 
arranged to transmit image data which is to perform a color matching process to the 
target printer, and to receive the image data that has performed the color matching 
process according to the selected profile from the target printer (paragraphs 
0047,0051); and an output section, arranged to make the preview display monitor 
display an image based on the received image data (paragraph 0047). 

With regard to claim 12, Spronk discloses an image processing apparatus for 
performing a preview process through a computer network (paragraph 0046), 
comprising: a device selector, arranged to select a color printer on the network as a 
preview target, and to select a color monitor on the network which is used to display a 
preview image (paragraphs 0047,0049); a profile selector, arranged to select a profile 
required for a color matching process of the preview image through the network, and to 
designate a server of a site where the target printer is present to use the selected profile 
(paragraph 0017); a communication section, arranged to transmit image data which is to 
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perform a color matching process to the server, and to receive the image data that has 
performed the color matching process according to the selected profile from the server 
(paragraphs 0047,0051); and an output section, arranged to make the preview display 
monitor display an image based on the received image data (paragraph 0047). 

With regard to claim 1 3, the subject matter is similar to claim 1 . Therefore, the 
rejection on claim 13 is the same as the rejection on claim 1. 

With regard to claim 14, the subject matter is similar to claim 7. Therefore, the 
rejection on claim 14 is the same as the rejection on claim 7. 

With regard to claim 15, the subject matter is similar to claim 8. Therefore, the 
rejection on claim 15 is the same as the rejection on claim 8. 

With regard to claim 16, the subject matter is similar to claim 12. Therefore, the 
rejection on claim 16 is the same as the rejection on claim 12. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quang N. Vo whose telephone number is 5712701121. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM-5:00PM Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler M. Lamb can be reached on 5712727406. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 




